William J. Ball
August 3, 1926 - April 3, 2020

William J. Ball was born in Hobart on August 3, 1926 to Jack J. and Anna Mae (Hunter)
Ball. He graduated from High School in early 1943 at the age of 16( valedictorian) and
immediately enrolled at O.U. On turning 18 in 1944, he entered the army and served in the
South Pacific. After the peace was signed he served as 1st Sergeant ( Sergeant Major) of
the large G4 Section ( logistics) at MacArthur's HQ in Manila (AFWESPAC). After his
military discharge he re-entered O.U. and finished his geology degrees. His scholastic
honors include: Phi Beta Kappa, The Society of the Sigma Xi, Sigma Gamma Epsilon, and
the Brillhart Award for the highest scholarship. He spent 36 years with one of the big
international oil companies, living in such cities as Tulsa, Chicago and Los Angeles. The
last 21 years of his career he was the company's General Manager of worldwide oil, gas,
and geothermal reserves. He retired in 1985 at the age of 58 and returned to Hobart to
take care of his aging parents ( his mother lived to the age of 106 1/2. Bill himself was 80
years old when she died.
Survivors include:
1 Niece: Linda Dills of Kansas
estranged Nephew: Michael Muldowney, Oklahoma City, OK
He was preceded in death by his parents: Jack and Anna Mae Ball, his wife: Irene Ball,
Sister: Marilyn Muldowney

Under the direction of Ray & Martha's Funeral Home, Hobart, OK

Comments

“

My prayers and condolences to the family of Mr Bill Ball. I grew up in Roosevelt and
of course knew Marilyn Muldowney and family. I met Bill but didn't know him well.
Mile Muldowney and I were a year apart in school but we went to Church together in
Roosevelt until we moved away from SW Oklahoma. I'm sad for the surviving family
members. May God bless his family.
Jennifer Moore

Jennifer Moore - April 18, 2020 at 07:45 PM

“

I knew Bill through Jeff Harbour. I found him very interesting and agree that he was
a true intellectual with a wide range of interest. What struck me most was his coming
back to Hobart at age 58 to care for his ageing mother and did it with no complaints
and for 22 years! And when I say care I'm talking about bathing, cooking, cleaning
house, and being a constant companion to Anna Mae. Bill knew responsibility and
sacrifice in war, family, and a time when it might have been only about him. Those
are admirable traits we don't witness enough these days! Rest in Peace, Bill.

David H. Mahone - April 15, 2020 at 11:08 AM

“

My condolences to all of Bill's family and friends. I share your sadness and sense of
loss. Bill's mother, Anna Mae Ball, was the sister of my grandfather, Jake Hunter. I
got to know Bill over the past two decades. He was easily one of the most interesting
and intelligent people I've ever known. Bill and I always visited when I was in Hobart,
usually about once a year, but less as the years have gone by. Bill and I would
always discuss the books that we were reading and current events, as well as family
lore. He was so well read! Bill was also remarkably self-sufficient. He would
undertake about any home repair and do a good job. He ran the senior center for
years, too. Bill kept the books, did the taxes, oversaw grants, did scheduling, and
more. He was generous, practical and skillful. It was a privilege to know Bill and an
honor to be his relative. Bill Ball was a rare breed. I will never forget him.

Jeff Harbour - April 10, 2020 at 08:59 PM

“

Rest In Peace , Bill. Your cousins in Tennessee will miss you.

Carole Parmer - April 10, 2020 at 09:56 AM

“

Sorry for your loss I always enjoyed seeing Bill when walking.We compared notes on
local events Rest in peace

Arlene Millermon - April 08, 2020 at 08:31 AM

“

Rest In Peace Bill. You was a good man. Hope you are seeing your corgis and
Scruffy at the Rainbow Bridge.

Judy & Gary Norvelle - April 07, 2020 at 11:28 PM

“

I will miss your friendship so much. Thank you for all the wonderful memories

Courtney Robbins - April 06, 2020 at 03:31 PM

“

Thank you Bill.......

Debbie (Farris) Bryant - April 04, 2020 at 09:29 PM

“

Bill was always kind to me. We enjoyed talking about all the different plants in his
yard...and he gave me some that I prized. Rest In Peace, dear Bill.

Marian Pfenning - April 04, 2020 at 04:40 PM

